
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5704

As of February 18, 2009

Title:  An act relating to creation of a flood district by three or more counties.

Brief Description:  Concerning creation of a flood district by three or more counties.

Sponsors:  Senators Swecker, Becker, Stevens and Roach.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Government Operations & Elections:  2/17/09.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS & ELECTIONS

Staff:  Edward Redmond (786-7471)

Background:  Special districts are created to provide diking, drainage, and flood control in a 
defined area.  Some of the many allowed activities are flood control; drainage control; 
protecting life and property from flood water; acquiring, purchasing, or leasing property; 
restoring lake or river environments; controlling aquatic plants; and enhancing water quality.  

The district is government by three members who serve staggered six-year terms.  An 
exception is made whenever five or more special districts consolidate and have five members 
in its governing body.  Such districts may adopt a resolution to retain the five members or 
reduce its governing body to three members. 

Summary of Bill:  The bill as referred to committee not considered.

Summary of Bill (Proposed Substitute):  Flood districts that contain three or more counties 
must have a governing body comprised of one member from each county and two additional 
members.  The legislative authority of each county will select one member for initial 
appointment.  The two most populous counties will each choose an additional member; 
however, no more than two members may be from the same county.  The tribal leadership 
may appoint an additional member if any special flood district abuts or materially impacts 
tribal lands held in reserve by the federal government.  A compact will be formed between 
nontribal members and the tribal representative regarding the rights and responsibilities of 
the tribe.

Appropriation:  None.

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  In December 2007, the headwaters of the 
Chehalis River proceeded to flood Lewis, Thurston, and Grays Harbor Counties.  The 
Chehalis River Basin is 90 miles long passes through 11 jurisdictions, 3 counties, the 
confederated tribes of Chehalis reservation, as well as several cities and towns.  The RCWs 
that regulate the formation of flood districts are pretty old, dating back to the 1930s.  These 
statutes mainly address the formation of flood districts consisting of one to two counties at 
most. Additionally, the statutes generally only allow for the governing body to consist of 
three members.  We need a watershed wide plan to deal with flooding from the Chehalis 
River Basin.  This bill allows for the development of a larger flood district to address this 
critical issue and we urge its passage.

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Ron Averill, Lewis County.
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